
Cause-and-Effect Chain
Classroom-ready printable pack · Grades 3–8

Pack contents
event, condition, consequence, evidence, alternative, and blank cards Two student sets are included.

Teacher directions

1. Give partners identical cards and mats; keep the model/challenge hidden from the Builder.

2. The Describer selects a historically scoped challenge and arranges the evidence or system.

3. Communicate dates, locations, roles, relationships, uncertainty, and evidence precisely.

4. Compare with the reference, correct unsupported links, and identify what the model leaves out.

Before class

Print at 100% on US Letter paper. Use cardstock or laminate for reuse.

Cut on the thick solid borders. Keep Set A and Set B separate.

Give challenge/model cards only to the Describer.

Use a folder, book, or tabletop barrier so partners cannot see each other’s work.

Accessibility and accommodations
Reduce the card set; read labels aloud or use text-to-speech; provide the vocabulary strip and a completed
example. Cards pair words with symbols/patterns and include write-in options.
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Storage-envelope labels

Cause-and-Effect Chain
Set A — Describer
Count pieces before storing.

Cause-and-Effect Chain
Set B — Builder
Count pieces before storing.

Cause-and-Effect Chain
Challenge / model cards
Count pieces before storing.

Cause-and-Effect Chain
Teacher reference
Count pieces before storing.

Student language supports

Position: above · below · beside · between · near · far · left · right · clockwise
Clarify: “Please repeat…” · “Is ___ beside ___?” · “What should I place next?”
Compare: same · different · rotate · move · replace · sequence
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Set AMovable pieces
Cut on the solid borders. This set is identical to the partner set.

CONDITION

condition

EVENT

event

EFFECT
1

immediate effect

EFFECT
2

later effect

EVIDENCE

evidence

FACTOR

contributing factor

ALTERNATIVE

alternative cause

UNINTENDED

unintended result

SUPPORTS

supports

MAY

may contribute

NOT
PROOF
does not prove

WRITE

blank claim
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Set BMovable pieces
Cut on the solid borders. This set is identical to the partner set.

CONDITION

condition

EVENT

event

EFFECT
1

immediate effect

EFFECT
2

later effect

EVIDENCE

evidence

FACTOR

contributing factor

ALTERNATIVE

alternative cause

UNINTENDED

unintended result

SUPPORTS

supports

MAY

may contribute

NOT
PROOF
does not prove

WRITE

blank claim
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Cause-and-Effect Chain evidence mat
Cut the page in half. Both partner mats are identical.

Set A — Cause-and-Effect Chain evidence mat
time / place • arrangement • relationship • evidence • uncertainty

top / far

center

bottom / near

Set B — Cause-and-Effect Chain evidence mat
time / place • arrangement • relationship • evidence • uncertainty

top / far

center

bottom / near
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Describer-only challenge cards
Keep these cards hidden from the Builder.

Challenge 1
drought and migration scenario

Challenge 2
new road and market access

Challenge 3
law change and public response

Challenge 4
technology adoption and work patterns
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Cause-and-Effect Chain reference
Scope, evidence, and source review

Sequence is not automatically causation. Require evidence for each link, identify contributing conditions and
alternatives, and use “may contribute” when evidence does not establish a sole cause.

These packs simplify complex systems for barrier communication. Confirm terminology and scope against
district-adopted sources before formal assessment; distinguish evidence, inference, uncertainty, and
perspective.

Content review recorded 2026-08-05; educator and local-curriculum review recommended.

Quality check after a round

Can each student identify pieces by shape or label without relying on color?

Do both models match in pieces, order, orientation, and relative position?

Which direction was most precise? Which should be revised?

SAY IT, MAKE IT · ACTIVITY 90 ANSWER KEY / TEACHER REFERENCE

Cause-and-Effect Chain · Print at 100% · CC BY 4.0


